The Pressure of Being Denise, Discussion Guide
Some questions and thoughts to think about as you choose choose a given character as their “most responsible” character in the discussion of the Case Study:  The Pressure of Being Denise.  These questions/comments are not in any priority order.  Use these responses (or not) as they seem appropriate for the discussions.  
The Professor:

· What is the professor’s obligation as a teacher, mentor, moral guide?

· The professor also has responsibility in other “systems.”  What happens to her own integrity if she denies these other obligations?

Denise’s Father:

· What is more disappointing to Denise’s father – that she gets a D in a difficult class or that she cheats?  

· His generation probably has a clearer moral code.  He has a specific education and values of his generation.  Can he deny that history?

· When does Denise stand on her own regardless of what her father will think or say?

· How would Dad feel if she had gotten a D and then said, “I might have gotten a B if I cheated?”
Susan – the Co-Worker:

· What do we do with information that does not fit our beliefs and values?

· Why would this information be interesting to Denise now unless she is willing to act on it?  Surely she knew before this that such sites existed.

· Denise has a lot of other information that doesn’t fit her values.  For example she knows of the existence of porn sites on the internet, but does not act on that knowledge.   How is the plagiarism different?

· The old “saw” – If someone else jumps off the bridge, does that mean you will do it too?

Denise:

· “I am the captain of my own ship.  I am the master of my own fate.”  

· All of Denise’s challenges did not start with this event.  What might she have done along the way to change directions so that she would not have arrived at this dilemma?

· Is Denise trying to do too many things, live up to too many expectations?  
· Education is supposed to be about leisure – about having the time to think and reflect and join a “community of scholars.”   Where does that fit into this case study?  

Larry, the Boyfriend:

· What other stresses are on Larry?  Why might he be likely to agree with Denise?  

· How seriously should Denise take Larry’s “counsel”?

Mary, her Classmate (who submitted the anonymous note):

· No matter how you put it, anonymous notes are “sleazy.”  But is that reason to blame Mary for Denise’s decisions?   

· Many teachers routinely check papers if they have the slightest concern about cheating.  So perhaps, Denise would have been discovered without the note.  
· We know nothing of Mary’s motivation.  Perhaps she is thinking, “I worked hard in this course.  She’s not just going to copy and get the same grade I do.”  How would you feel if someone achieved a passing grade by cheating while you worked hard to achieve the same grade or even a lower grade than the cheater?  
